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Background 
The attached document contains the comments by the European Commission on Document 4-1 Revision of 
Annex III part 2 of the Helsinki Convention. 

Action requested 
 

The Meeting is invited to take note of the comments. 
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European Commission comments 

 

 

Document title: Revision of Annex III part 2 of the Helsinki Convention  

Code: 4-1 

Category:  DEC 

Agenda Item: 4 - Revision of part 2 of Annex III of the Helsinki Convention 

Submission date: 2.3.2020 

Submitted by: Secretariat 

 

Regarding the Working draft for Regulation 2 Item 7, the European Commission: 

- does not oppose to the text in brackets, which allows for flexibility in the annual load of 
phosphorus without compromising the average annual phosphorus load; 

- supports the drafting change replacing ‘derogate‘ with ‘deviate’ 
- proposes the following drafting changes (in blue). 

 

[…] The amount of nutrients in livestock manure applied to agricultural land, including excreta from grazing 
livestock, should as a general rule not exceed an amount containing:  

• 170 kg total nitrogen per hectare per year  

• 25 kg phosphorus per hectare per year [on average over a 5-year-period]. 

Subject to the precondition of preventing nutrient losses to sensitive environment and avoiding nutrient 
surplus by taking soil characteristics, soil nutrient status, agricultural practices, climatic conditions and crop 
types into account, more specific, national or regional rules may derogate deviate from these general 
application rates provided they are scientifically justified. 
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Rationale for the proposed drafting changes: 

• Addition of “climatic conditions” 
On top of soil characteristics, soil nutrient status, agricultural practices and crop types, climatic 
conditions also play a role in nutrient availability and losses, as already mentioned in the Draft 
Regulation 2 item 6: “The nutrients should be available to the plants during the growing season 
taking into account the turnover rate of different fertilizers. If soils are frozen, water saturated, 
flooded or covered with snow no application of organic fertilisers and organic residual materials is 
permitted. Further periods with high risk of leaching shall be defined when no application is 
accepted.” 

• Addition of “provided they are scientifically justified” 
In the context of the EU legislation (Council Directive 91/676/EEC),  amounts higher than 170kg 
total nitrogen from livestock manure are granted only if  it is demonstrated that such higher 
amounts do not deteriorate water quality. As a general rule, such deviations can only be accepted if 
it is scientifically demonstrated that amounts higher than 170kg total nitrogen from livestock 
manure do not have negative impact on nitrogen losses in the environment. 
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